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xiL of this same Book L, headed, " The
Mysteries of the Faith not to be divulged
to all," Clement declares that, since others
than the wise may see his work, "it is
requisite, therefore, to hide in a Mystery
the wisdom spoken, which the Son of
God taught." Purified tongue of the
speaker, purified ears of the hearer, these
were necessary. " Such were the impedi-
ments in the way of my writing. And
even now I fear, as it is said, ' to cast
the pearls before swine, lest they tread
them under foot and turn and rend us.'
For it is difficult to exhibit the really
pure and transparent words respecting
the true light, to swinish and untrained
hearers. For scarcely could anything
which they could hear be more ludicrous
than these to the multitude ; nor any
subjects on the other hand more admir-
able or more inspiring to those of noble
nature. But the wise do not utter with
their mouth what they reason in council.
' But what ye hear in the ear/ said the
Lord, ' proclaim upon the houses' ; bidding
them receive the secret traditions of the
true knowledge, and expound them aloft